COMMOCORE USERS GROUF OF RTLAMTA

Uolume 2, lssue 7 July, 1927
Hext Meeting

Thursday, July 25, 1291
President:  Moark Thomaos CPIT-9866) Tuckers Christain Church
Uice PFresident: Tlon Schwab (355-5663) Subject: "lemo on Geos
S5ec_rTreas. Dallas Denny ¢939-2128) Geo—-Paint™ by M Thomas

and any other artists.
Staff ALSD - Plus 4 software

to work on C-64. kade
cCUeAa Editor: Gene Smith (636-8598) and volunteer helpers.
Librarian: Issy Heaver (448-9454) ALSD — Plenty of help in
Ass't Libranan: Mare Thomas (7I7-9866) all aspects of computing
C_128 librarian- Bobh Pitts {(636-8003) from members standing by
Amiga 5IG: Bob Padgett (938-2413) and ready to help!

ALLIANCE, ASSOCIATION,
OR WHAT?

At this writing of the newsietter a meeting oOf interested parties from CUGA,
S5MMUG and MACK is scheduled to take place on July 0. 1991 for the purpose
of deteimining whethers the clubs should ally., associaote or whatever with the
idea of combining our individual clubs in interests, membership, newsletters,
and or combined meetings to seruve the numbers of Commodore and Amiga
usess in the Atlanta area at ieast threee oOr four UiMes a year. e Enuw ihere
must be hundreds of Commodore 64, 128, and Amigae users in the Metro Areo
who are not members of any of the ciubs who need the support of a user
gioup who are not now participating in any of the three clubs. ke need your
heip and you need the clubs now in existence. This will be a very important
meeting and we will give a repoit in our next newsletter. Meanwhile, if you
are not participating in any of CUGA, MACKS, or SMUE activities think of

JOIHIHG. You are needed! KHERE ARE YOU7 Editov: Gene Smith

cCULA M.ACK S.MULG 64128

P. 0. Box 201 P. 0. Box 813481 P. 0. Box 1762

Tucker, Ga. 30085-2031 Smyrna, &a. 30081 Lilburn, Ga. 302¢6

Yes. | am interested in becoming a member of your user group. | have much

to learn and much to contribute. Please let me know how | may join and
when you meet. Or if | am presently a member in one of the groups how
may | become an associate in one of the other two and when they meet.

My name

Fddress
City.~State ZIF CODE
| PRESENTLY OWKH
COMPUTER DRIVE HMONITOR
OTHER
CUT —— AHND HMaAIL TO AHY OF THE aABOVE

USER GROUPS.



CLARK: A REMINISCENCE-- PART |
by Dallas Denny

Modfa- f coulfd 808 pOSyiify e done My aarocks arib i Slark arff ot the fedp oF
Aongdy Mefmiy and foges Moore. wio worked et fam eoery Ty Fov 188 gedry.
ANondy arnry Clarky care coordinalor. gl drent afocoe gnd Hegond the ool of ety
fe? ke sgres Y COmMPatar aFy T ffae. T Soges iy o Spesefl (Rerapit. and frasnod
ek pod only 8o dye 88 compatar. Bl i Bovie frngianrge sEA oy sl fBey oee
LERFFAR  R¥ iy poogfn. and § o oonnod sy enoagf good ghoad tham.

Last month, at the CUGA Executive Committiee, we were trying to pick a
topic for the upcoming main membership meeting. CUGA having been around for
a long time, we've done just about everuything at least once. | had what | thought
was a not particularily good idea-- Hostalgia and Brag night. Members would
bring in obsolete equipment and explain why it was once important, and would
show of f programs or tell about their peak experiences with Commodore
computers. The idea having been thrown out and duly accepted by the board, |
hoped that it would work.

Despite my misqgivings, the meeting turned out to be one of our better ones.
| told the following story, which Newsletter Editor Gene Smith asked me to put
onto paper.

ANl my adult Tife, | have worked with people with mental retardation, in
residential centers. in those centers, there are a few men and women who are
not retarded. They are there because their bodies have betrayed them. They
cannot control their arms and legs, and in many cases, they do not even have
enough motor control to taik, even though theu know how, and have much to sauy.

Clark was such a man. In his early fifties, he had a quiet dignity. Ewven
though his life must have been tremendously frustrating, he bore his physical
burden with good humor and resignation. He would help ta feed spd clothe
himself as best he could, and would patientiy try to force his mouth to say the
things that he wanted to sauy.

At the time, there were commercially available augmentative speech
devices, but they were very expensive, and Clark, with his limited income, couid
not afford one. As it was 1982 or 1983, and ¥IC-20s were plentiful and cheap—-
and powerful-- it occurred to me that a $49 computer with a tape drive could
do just as much as a $1700 dedicated speech device. | set out to write a
program to help Clark to speak.

I called the proegram S5ix Bits, because it took six presses of a digital switch
{six bits of information) to select a single character from a field of 64.
Sixty-four characters were enough to give Clark the letters of the alphabet and
the numbers, puncuation marks, and even an electronic alarm, which would
summon help.

| sacrificed a joystick, cutting off the cord, fitting the ground wire and the
wire for the fire button into a Radio Shack jack. Clark used a readily available
switch, a secretary’s foot-pedal. He would position himself in his wheelchair,
and work the switch with his foot. It took all his concentration and control, for
he had to make the selection within a window of time {which was adjustable).
Six presses, and a letter would appear on the screen. He could erase mistakes,
or the whole message (he had to confirm to erase), and could save a message in
memory while he worked on a second. ¥When a message was complete, he could
route it to the printer, or to a Yotrax speech synthesizer, or just leave it on
the screen for an attendant to read.

It turned out that Clark had a lot to say.

Hext Month: Part Il



