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The Column After the Last Cammodore Column or The First Game Machine Column
Dallas Denny

Like bad pennies, my colums keep turning up. In last month's newsletter, I wrote about the
death by obsolescence of the dozen or so computers in my house, and of my ten-year paralysis in
selecting a new machine (I have been unable to decide whether to buy a PC clone, a Macintosh, or
an Amga).

I've still not bought a computer, although I seem to be closer than ever before. I appear
to be moving toward MS-DOS.: Why? Because it's better? No— the Amiga 1s better. Because it's
more powerful? No— the Amiga is more powerful. Because it's easier to use? No— the Macintosh
1s easier to use, Why, then?

Wwell, for several reasons. First, because everyone keeps sending me diskettes in MS-DOS
format and I can't read them on my Commodore. Second, because I found a PS/2 Model 50 unused at
work and dragged it into my office and read the DOS manual until I could format the hard drive
and installed WordPerfect and started writing and haven't looked back at EasyScript, the C-64
word processor I used for almost 10 years. And lastly, because I find myself in possession (free
of charge) of a Toshiba T1100+ MS-DOS laptop and most of the parts I'll need to put together an
XT.

There are also reasons to buy a Macintosh. The biggest one is that I publish a magazine,
and 1t's laid out on the Mac, using Quark Xpress. Macifying myself will make me less dependent
upon my graphic art people, who are notoriously slow in delivering product.

I've even looked at the Amiga again.

A prime consideration for me is price. I don't have much money, and I have power user
needs. I want the most bang for the buck. A thousand dollars is a lot of money to me, and
represents the most T can reasonably spend. And so, the bottam line— which is cheaper?

When I heard the Amiga 500 is only $399, my eyes lit up. By I soon found ocut that I would
need at least 1 meg of memory (at $150), and that hard drives cost nearly $500. Total: $1050.

I can buy a full 386 system with VGA monitor for just a little more than that. And a Mac Classic
IT with a 40mb hard drive and 2mb of system memory is only $1350 (and it has a built-in monitor).

Decision, decisions.

Until I make up my mind, I have a PC on my desk at work, and a PC at home, and I can
transport disks back and forth. But I still have my SX—64, which I plan to sell, and my plain
vanilla C-64. What am I to do with it? Sell it? No! It has been too much a part of my life.

I recently moved, and as I carried box after box of 5 1/4" diskettes, most of which
contained games, the idea hit me— why not set up my C-64 solely as a game machine?

Indeed. Why not?

The C-64, which is still in boxes, will be set up in the dining room, which (we having no
fancy dining table) is empty. I will be assembling my collection of magic peripherals (radio
controlled joysticks, a track ball, a Votrax speech synthesizer, a voice recognition unit, an
environmental control device, a Koalapad). I'll route the audio output to an amplifier, and then
and I'11l be rediscovering those C—64 games I used to spend so much time with: Silent Service;
Jumpman; Lode Runner; Space Taxi; Boulderdash; Zork. And I'll be writing about them, here, 1n
this space. I'm going to use the PC for the kludgework it is made for, and have fun with my
Commodore. That is, after all, what computers are all about.

Game boy, watch out!

Macintosh/MS-DOS SIG? I'm interested in learning more about MS-DOS and Macintosh computers. If
there 1s sufficient interest, we could start a special interest group or groups. Please see me
(Dallas) at the CUGA main meeting and let's talk treason to Cammodore.

SX-64 for sale. Very good condition. 5300 includes suede carrying bag, cables, modem, owner's
manual. Drive has been permanently fixed. No alignment problems in 5 years. Also Tandy Model
100 laptop & all accessories, $325. Call Dallas evenings at (404) 987-8312 or days at 294-16l6.



